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ETIM Product Data
An essential building block for the digitalised construction industry

Learnings from Norway
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Everybody talks about digitalization in the constuction industry…
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Digitalization at many levels
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Imagine Lego bricks..

…put into a system
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The world of .pdf

Putting electricity to paper
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The game is changing and everything is becoming
transparent
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A missing digital link
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Product info



A missing digital link
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Suppliers and 
product info

Contractors/ 
Entrepreneurs 

and applications



Digitalization is lost and to some
extent manually regained
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Level of digitalization

Advanced 
manufacturing

Wholesale trade

Construction

Real estate

Phases in value chain Source : McKinsey The construction industry is ripe for disruption (2016)





Construction Products Regulation (CPR)
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▪ Lays down harmonized rules for the marketing of 
construction products in the EU

▪ Provides a common technical language to assess 
the performance of construction products

▪ Ensures reliable information is available to 
professionals, public authorities, and consumers, 
so they can compare the performance of products 
from different manufacturers in different 
countries



Where does requirement to product properties appear?



Access to more features/properties and 

huge amounts of real data

Need a open standardised way of describing products
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3. desember 
2019
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ETIM 
mapping to 

bsDD

Kilde:https://xkcd.com/1406/



We have mapped ETIM to bSDD and IFC
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http://efobasen.efo.no/
http://nrfportal.vvsnrf.no/Produkts%C3%B8k


No context

3. desember 
2019
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In a context



Industry databases prepared for a digital construction
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• Open standardized product
databases

• For free

• Available for all

• Includes required and relevant 
data

• Owned and quality assured by 
product owner



Development of ETIM features in EFObasen
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Use of product information in 
BIM based on features

2. SEARCH AND FIND PRODUCTS BASED ON

• Technical properties/features

• Environmental properties

• Product number and GTIN

1. IDENTIFY PRODUCT PROPERTIES/FEATURES

• BIM Systems

• Procurement systems

3. PRODUCTINFORMATION

• Product data

• Documentation

• Properties/features
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Key learnings
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The role of EFObasen:

• Ensure complete, open and updated
product information (ETIM/PDT) to 
be used by the whole value chaing

• Material data (EPD) to enable the
circular economy

• Master database for the industry



• Varedatabasebe er sentrale i digitaliseringen 
av BAE-sektoren

• Nøkkelord:

– Standardisering (ETIM/BuildingSMART)

– Felles digital plattform

– Digitalisere sammen
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